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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This action is responsive to communications: Amendment received 9/3/04. 



2. 



Claims 1-35 are pending in the appHcation, Claims 1, 3, 4, 12, 13, and 20, are 



independent claims. Applicant has added new claims 21-35. 



3. 



The rejection of claims 1-20 under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Spellman 



in view of Kubota has been withdrawn pursuant to the Applicant's argument. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Winzip 
6.2, Copyright 1996, Nico Mak Computing, Inc., 'Help File', pages 1-14. 

In reference to independent claim 1, 12 The Winzip helpfile discloses steps for creating and 
saving multiple files. Following the saving of multiple files, winzip allows a user to retrieve 
muhiple files from a database for display to a browser (compare to ''retrieving at least one 
document from the database in response to a request for that document by an electronic 
browser"). The request from the browser for the document is provided when the user wishes to 
view the winzip file through the main window. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

Winzip allows for various types of web documents to be compressed into a single file 
and archived much like a database archives documents. Furthermore, the system allows for 
document retrieval, upon opening a single file, which consists of extracting and possibly running, 
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if the file consists of an executable file, all files within the single file means provided by the 
winzip system (compare to ''scanning the retrieved document to identify links''). See Helpfile, 
pages 4-8. Upon locating the archive and appropriate downloading of archive, the single file is 
examined for links included in the file. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, having the methods of winzip, to modify the documents included in archives and 
included documents with hypertext links, since hyperlink methods were known in the art at the 
time the time the invention was made to provide exchange of hypertext documents in a web 
environment. 

Finally, the term 'transforming the hnks into a format which is recognized by the 
document browser', could be interpreted by the example stated in the winzip help file, which 
provides NOTEPAD to read a file of the archive. Because the claim limitations are to be given 
their broadest reasonable interpretation within the scope of the art, the methods discussed in the 
winzip help file provide a reasonable interpretation of the claim limitations. 
In reference to dependent claim 2, winzip discloses an index within the archive Management 
features that contain the methods for which a user could locate and add various files to the 
archive. It is this similar type of index that provides locations of said documents within the file. 
See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

In reference to independent claim 3, 13, and 20, the Winzip helpfile discloses steps for 
creating and saving multiple files. Following the saving of multiple files, winzip allows a user to 
retrieve multiple files from a database for display to a browser (compare to ''retrieving at least 
one document from the database in response to a request for that document by an electronic 
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browser"). The request from the browser for the document is provided when the user wishes to 
view the winzip file through the main window. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

Winzip allows for various types of web documents to be compressed into a single file 
and archived much like a database archives documents. Furthermore, the system allows for 
document retrieval, upon opening a single file, which consists of extracting and possibly running, 
if the file consists of an executable file, all files within the single file means provided by the 
winzip system (compare to ''scanning the retrieved document to identify links'') See Helpfile, 
pages 4-8. Upon locating the archive and appropriate downloading of archive, the single file is 
examined for links included in the file. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, having the methods of winzip, to modify the documents included in archives and 
included documents with hypertext links, since hyperlink methods were known in the art at the 
time the time the invention was made to provide exchange of hypertext documents in a web 
environment. It is unclear to the Examiner what is meant by the term 'special, single file 
database syntax', within the limitations of the claims. The Examiner has used his best judgment 
based on the rest of the claim's limitations and provided examples of how the reference teaches a 
similar method. 

Finally, the term 'transforming the links into a format which is recognized by the 
document browser', could be interpreted by the example stated in the winzip help file, which 
provides NOTEPAD to read a file of the, archive. Because the claim limitations are to be given 
their broadest reasonable interpretation within the scope of the art, the methods discussed in the 
winzip help file provide a reasonable interpretation of the claim limitations. 
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In reference to independent claim 4, The Winzip helpfile discloses steps for creating and 
saving naultiple files. Following the saving of multiple files, winzip allows a user to retrieve 
multiple files from a database for display to a browser (compare to ''retrieving at least one 
document from the database in response to a request for that document by an electronic 
browser'"). The request from the browser for the document is provided when the user wishes to 
view the winzip file through the main window. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

Winzip allows for various types of web documents to be compressed into a single file 
and archived much like a database archives documents. Furthermore, the system allows for 
document retrieval, upon opening a single file, which consists of extracting and possibly running, 
if the file consists of an executable file, all files within the single file means provided by the 
winzip system (compare to ''scanning the retrieved document to identify links '). See Helpfile, 
pages 4-8. Upon locating the archive and appropriate downloading of archive, the single file is 
examined for links included in the file. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, having the methods of winzip, to modify the documents included in archives and 
included documents with hypertext links, since hyperlink methods were known in the art at the 
time the time the invention was made to provide exchange of hypertext documents in a web 
environment. It is unclear to the Examiner what is meant by the term 'special, single file 
database syntax', within the limitations of the claims. The Examiner has used his best judgment 
based on the rest of the claim's limitations and provided examples of how the reference teaches a 
similar method. 

Finally, the term ^transforming the links into a format which is recognized by the 
document browser', could be interpreted by the example stated in the winzip help file, which 
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provides NOTEPAD to read a file of the archive. Because the claim limitations are to be given 

their broadest reasonable interpretation within the scope of the art, the methods discussed in the 

winzip help file provide a reasonable interpretation of the claim limitations. 

In reference to dependent claim 5, the files managed and retrieved by the archive suggest the 

retrieval of documents and files fi-om various databases. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

In reference to dependent claim 6, In WinZip's main window, double chck on the line that 

starts with TWO. TXT. Winzip will automatically start the appropriate program to view the file 

TWO. TXT. In most cases this will be Notepad. The reference provides the suggestion of a 

similar relationship between a database and a browser. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

In reference to dependent claim 7, In WinZip's main window, double click on the line that 

starts with TWO. TXT. Winzip will automatically start the appropriate program to view the file 

TWO. TXT. In most cases this will be Notepad. The reference provides the suggestion of a 

similar relationship between a database and a browser. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

In reference to dependent claim 8, winzip provides an archive for the retrieval of various types 

of documents. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention was made to have included the utihzation of HTML documents, because it would have 

given the author hypertext methods in a web environment. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

In reference to dependent claim 9, winzip provides an archive for the retrieval of various types 

of documents. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention was made to have included the utilization of HTML documents, because it would have 

given the author hypertext methods in a web environment. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 
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In reference to dependent claim 10, winzip discloses a means for allowing documents in the 
form of text, image, and/or sound files. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

In reference to dependent claim 11, In WinZip's main window, double click on the line that 
starts with TWO. TXT. Winzip will automatically start the appropriate program to view the file 
TWO. TXT. In most cases this will be Notepad. The reference provides the suggestion of a 
similar relationship between a database and a browser. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 
In reference to claims 14-19, the claims recite similar limitations to those of claims 2, 4-10, and 
in further view of the following, are rejected under similar rationale. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 
In reference to dependent claim 21, In WinZip's main window, double click on the line that 
starts with TWO. TXT. Winzip will automatically start the appropriate program to view the file 
TWO. TXT. In most cases this will be Notepad. The reference provides the suggestion of a 
similar relationship between a database and a browser. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 
In reference to dependent claim 22, the winzip program scans the archive to identify all Hnks 
within the collection of files. Each file or document suggests a link to the archive and therefore, 
provides a similar function. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

In reference to dependent claim 23, the winzip program scans the archive to identify all links 
within the collection of files. Each file or document suggests a link to the archive and therefore, 
provides a similar function. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

In reference to dependent claim 24, In WinZip's main window, double click on the line that 
starts with TWO. TXT. Winzip will automatically start the appropriate program to view the file 
TWO. TXT. In most cases this will be Notepad. The reference provides the suggestion of a 
similar relationship between a database and a browser. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 



Application/Control Number: 09/450,941 
Art Unit: 2178 



Pages 



In reference to dependent claim 25, In WinZip's main window, double click on the line that 
starts with TWO. TXT. Winzip will automatically start the appropriate program to view the file 
TWO. TXT. In most cases this will be Notepad. The reference provides the suggestion of a 
similar relationship between a database and a browser. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 
In reference to dependent claim 26, the winzip program scans the archive to identify all links 
within the collection of files. Each file or document suggests a link to the archive and therefore, 
provides a similar function. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

In reference to dependent claim 27, In WinZip's main window, double click on the line that 

starts with TWO. TXT. Winzip will automatically start the appropriate program to view the file 

TWO, TXT. In most cases this will be Notepad. The reference provides the suggestion of a 

similar relationship between a database and a browser. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

In reference to dependent claim 28, In WinZip's main window, double click on the line that 

starts with TWO. TXT. Winzip will automatically start the appropriate program to view the file 

TWO.TXT. In most cases this will be Notepad. The reference provides the suggestion of a 

similar relationship between a database and a browser. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

In reference to dependent claim 29, the winzip program scans the archive to identify all links 

within the collection of files. Each file or document suggests a link to the archive and therefore, 

provides a similar function. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

In reference to dependent claim 30, In WinZip's main window, double click on the line that 
starts with TWO.TXT. Winzip will automatically start the appropriate program to view the file 
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TWO. TXT. In most cases this will be Notepad. The reference provides the suggestion of a 

similar relationship between a database and a browser. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

In reference to dependent claim 31, winzip provides an archive for the retrieval of various 

types of documents. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention was made to have included the utiUzation of HTML documents, because it would have 

given the author hypertext methods in a web environment. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

In reference to dependent claim 32, winzip provides an archive for the retrieval of various 

types of documents. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 

invention was made to have included the utilization of HTML documents, because it would have 

given the author hypertext methods in a web environment. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

In reference to dependent claim 33, In WinZip's main window, double click on the line that 

starts with TWO. TXT. Winzip will automatically start the appropriate program to view the file 

TWO. TXT. In most cases this will be Notepad. The reference provides the suggestion of a 

similar relationship between a database and a browser. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

In reference to dependent claim 34, the winzip program scans the archive to identify all links 

within the collection of files. Each file or document suggests a link to the archive and therefore, 

provides a similar function. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 

In reference to dependent claim 30, In WinZip's main window double clicks on the line that 
starts with TWO. TXT. Winzip will automatically start the appropriate program to view the file 
TWO. TXT. In most cases this will be Notepad. The reference provides the suggestion of a 
similar relationship between a database and a browser. See Helpfile, pages 4-8. 
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Response to Arguments 



6. 



Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are moot in 



view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 



7. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Matthew J, Ludwig whose telephone number is 571-272-4127. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on 571-272-4124. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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